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Paul Evers designed the $4,000 veterans

memorial at Lemon Bay Historical Cemetery,

organized the construction and raised funds to

pay for it. The project should qualify him as an

Eagle Scout, the youngest in Englewood Troop

26's history.
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It's funny how small things can change the

course of lives. For Paul Evers, it might have

happened at the funeral of his maternal

grandfather.

Paul Mahoney, who served a tour in the U.S.

Marines, came from a military family. At his

memorial service, when Mahoney's wife seemed

too emotional to accept the flag that draped his

casket, it was presented to his grandson, seated

next to her.

"Paul sat there with it against his heart for the

rest of the ceremony," says his mother, Eileen Evers of Englewood.

After that, while other boys followed the evolution of the Mustang GT, Paul studied

AH-1 Cobra attack helicopters and listened to his uncles' war stories.

His interest has culminated in a new veterans memorial at the Lemon Bay Historical

Cemetery, Second Avenue and State Road 776, in Englewood.

Paul designed the $4,000 structure, organized the construction and raised the

money to pay for it.

Equally impressive, though, he will have to miss a few of his classes at L.A. Ainger

Middle School to make the dedication ceremony at 10 a.m. Thursday, Veterans Day.
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He's only 13 years old.

The project should qualify Paul as an Eagle Scout, making him the youngest that

Englewood Troop 26 has produced in its 60 years.

"He's a pretty amazing kid," Scout leader Rob Stern says. "He's well beyond his

years."

As senior patrol leader for the 20-member troop, Paul has the respect of his peers,

ages 12 to 17. But in many ways, he's a typical child.

Science is his favorite subject, "because it's easy." He likes motocross and paintball.

He rides his sister's quarterhorse in Myakka State Forest near his home.

On Monday, he could barely wait until midnight when Walmart released the latest

X-Box video game version of ... appropriately enough, "Call of Duty."

On the other hand, he's mature enough to admit he has not built a veterans

memorial by himself.

Who has helped him the most? "My mom," he says. "She had to take all the phone

calls while I was in school."

It took a village to raise this veterans monument. DMK Associates engineered the

pergola framework to code. Titan America Tarmac donated the concrete for the

12-by-14-foot slab and wheelchair walkway. Warren Hope Builders erected the

structure, with Paul's help in nailing cross pieces at the top.

Sunrise Rotary, the Nam Knights of America and the Masonic lodge donated $500

each.

As a bonus to the community, Paul and the scouts, joined by parents and other

volunteers, cleaned up the cemetery the weekend before construction started. They

trimmed trees, weeded and hauled out trash.

Besides inspiring community action, perhaps Paul's greatest contribution to the

monument is the "eternal flame" at its center, patterned after John F. Kennedy's

gravesite at Arlington in Washington. He shopped for it online.

Solar-powered, it features 66 yellow, blue and orange LED lights that make a silk



"flame" appear real. Paul got the idea from a solar-powered car he put together for a

school science project.

If nothing else, the soon-to-be Eagle Scout has bridged the generation gap. Joining

the construction crew last week was Warren Hope's father, Warren, 83, a World War

II Seabee.

Hope climbed ladders and measured beams. "I can give 'em anything but money," he

says. "The Boy Scouts are a great thing, and I'm glad they have veterans in their

hearts."

Contact Eric Ernst at eric.ernst@heraldtribune.com or (941) 486-3073.
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